
Hawaii Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (HRID) Meeting
Location:  The Library at the Hawaii School for the Deaf & Blind

Leahi Avenue, Honolulu, HI
May 2, 2015

11:00am-1:00pm
APPROVED

Minutes

Present:  
Officers: Jan Fried, President; DeWayne Berg, Vice President; Torrey Ho-Ching, Treasurer; Sarah 
Comerford, Secretary; Members: Kammi Koza, Heather Benjamin, Susan Kroe, Tamar Lani, Lindsey 
Piersall, Mala Arkin, Katy Behling, Rebekah Hoopii, Devina Branch. Guests: Danny Gong, Kim 
Duncan.

I. Meeting called to order at 11:26am.
II. Agenda: Welcome, Approval of Minutes, Officers/Committee Reports, Unfinished Business, 

New Business, Announcements, Elections, Next Meeting
III. Approval of Minutes Past: Minutes from January, motion to approve by Susan Kroe-Unabia, 

2nd Lindsey Piersall. All in favor, motion passed. The minutes from January are approved. 
IV. Round-table introductions

V. Reports 
Officers Reports

President & RVPC - Jan Fried: 
 Moving to an online membership management system. Other chapters have discussed 

developing an online directory of chapter members for the public’s reference. Sarah Comerford
comments that Wild Apricot has the capability of keeping an up-to-date online directory of 
members. 

 Changes in leadership on the national level: RID welcomes Mayhew as interim director.
 Region 5 joint conference with NAD to be held next year in Phoenix, AZ, July 5-9, 2016.
 Letter writing campaign to support youth literacy
 Continuing negotiations with ASAD for a joint conference; recent workshops offered by HRID in

collaboration with KCC, DOE, and DCAB featuring Douglas Bowen Bailey were very successful. 
ASAD’s recent workshops were also a success for the community, though HRID was not able to 
co-sponsor due to time contraints. 

 HRID continues to support the five goals outlined in 2014, including Youth Leadership Camp, 
collaboration with ASAD, and offering our support for the Carnival.  

 Finding places for our quarterly meetings continues to be a concern. Tamar Lani suggests that 
we investigate the Department of Parks and Recreation for the use of their public facilities. 
Action needed: The Board will conduct research into available public venues.  

 Kapiolani Community College has been a free testing site for the EIPA and NIC for over 25 
years. Due to budget constraints they will begin charging for the use of the venue. Question 
posed to the membership: can HRID assist with funding the venue costs?

 The National RID conference is coming up, to be held in New Orleans. Some local members will 
be attending. Heather Benjamin explains that the By Laws have already been amended to 
reflect that the HRID president will receive some amount in a stipend to support that 
individual’s attendance to the conference. The amount will depend on a budgeting analysis. 
Action needed: The Board will meet to analyze the NPO’s income and expenditures and 
determine the appropriate amount of the stipend.



Vice President - DeWayne Berg
 Committees: recently we have lost a few of the members who were in charge of particular 

committees. It will be necessary in the next few months to reevaluate who is on which 
committee and appoint a leader to each. 



Treasurer - Torrey HoChing 
 Balance: $8,431 in checking, $230 in spending. 
 A preliminary income and expenses report is completed but has not yet been reviewed by the 

Board.
 So far this year, HRID has not done any fundraising, and so for the purposes of taxes, we have 

not had any income. Our expenditures remain consistent, with the exception of recent funds 
spent to support Douglas Bowen Bailey’s workshops.

 In order for HRID to continue online filing with the IRS, we have applied for a new ePortal 
password.

Secretary - Sarah Comerford 
 We currently have 36 members, 28 of whom are voting members.
 The trial of Wild Apricot has been a success. Sarah conducts a demonstration of Wild Apricot 

for the audience. 
 Suggestion to use Square instead of Paypal with Wild Apricot for collecting membership dues 

as the interest on PayPal is very high. Action needed: Sarah will investigate the cost of 
switching to Square.

 Wild Apricot has a Directory to see all of the current Hawaii members.
 Directory has a listing of the interpreters and when clicked on the individual or organization 

and the complete profile will be available and full information is provided: name, address, 
phone number, certifications/credentials, etc.

 Also available in the member’s “Treehouse” is an online forum for discussions. The notes and 
minutes from all meetings are available in PDF format. Members can update an interactive 
calendar. 

 HRID still has it’s website via WordPress at hawaiirid.org – Sarah’s intention is to keep that 
website as the public face of the organization and utilize Wild Apricot as the “members only” 
area.

 Jan mentions that the Arizona chapter of RID has shut down.

Committee Reports

A. Due to time constraints and the absence of committee leaders from today’s meeting, Jan requests
that committee reports be sent out by email following today’s meeting.

VI. Unfinished Business
A. Top Five Priorities: support DIs, implement silent weekend, connect with ASAD, address 

personal/professional conduct issues, support YLC. 
B. Fundraising continues to be essential to supporting our Top Five Priorities.
C. Tamar Lani has long-been advocating for a change to the statewide DCAB fee schedule. She 

recently stepped down from the DCAB committee, and it would be a boon to the interpreting 
community if we had another strong individual to step into that position. 



  
VII. New Business:

A. Stipend – maybe HWN miles donation. Discussion: Expenditures are currently slightly more
than our income due to the lack of fundraising. Considering expenditures for the organization can 
we afford to support our various initiatives and stipends? Chapters typically support 60% of the 
President’s costs to attendance. A formal budget needs to be finalized and shared so we can 
determine what we feel comfortable allocating. Action needed: President must also follow up 
with RID to determine the amount of their contribution.

B. HRID State Conference, “We Are the Experts” featuring local interpreters as presenters. 
Discussion:  Motion: Sarah Comerford motions that HRID plan and sponsor a state conference. 
Mala seconds. Further discussion: Though funds are limited, we can research cheap venues and the 
presenters will be selected from the membership, on volunteer basis. Tamar Lani wishes to amend 
to the motion: HRID will conduct research with the intent of conducting and planning a state 
conference. Research will need to be completed and released by Memorial Day. Sarah Comerford 
rescinds her original motion. Amended Motion: Tamar Lani motions that the Board will research 
and finalize plans to plan and conduct an HRID State Conference and the research will be released 
to the membership by the end of May.  Susan Kroe seconds, all in favor. The amended motion passes.

C.

VIII. Announcements: None at this time. 

IX. Elections: Each candidate will briefly address the membership. Voting members present today
received paper ballots that were collected by HRID Secretary, Sarah Comerford. Voting 
members who are not present will receive an online ballot by the end of the day. All votes must
be in by May 9th. 

X. Special Agenda Item: Mahalo Nui Loa to our interpreters who are leaving for the Mainland. 
And welcome to all of the new faces at today’s meeting. 

XI. Next meeting: Aug/September, TBA

XII. Next Board meeting: June/July, TBA

Meeting adjourned at 1:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah Comerford
HRID Secretary

Approved: 3/12/2016


